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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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1 . O This communication is responsive to . 

2. M The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-22 . 

3. The drawings filed on 21 November 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 
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INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 
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III. DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-22 are presented for examination. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-22 are allowed over the prior art of record. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication 
of allowable subject matter: 

Applicant's particular method for performing a distributed 
transaction in a shared-nothing database system which includes 
on a first shared-nothing node of the shared-nothing database 
system, causing a coordinator that is coordinating the 
distributed transaction to store information that indicates 
status of the distributed transaction on a persistent storage 
device wherein the persistent storage device is accessible to a 
participant that is to perform one or more operations as part of 
the distributed transaction, wherein the participant resides on 
a second shared-nothing node of the shared-nothing database 
system and on the second shared-nothing node of the shared- 
nothing database system, causing the participant to determine 
the status of the distributed transaction by reading the 
information from the persistent storage device 

in combination with the other limitations of the claims, was not 
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disclosed by, would not have been obvious over, nor would have 
been fairly suggested by the prior art of record. 

The dependent claims, being further limiting to the 
independent claims, definite and enabled by the Specification 
are also allowed. 

The closest prior art fails to anticipate or render 
Applicant's limitations above obvious. 

Comments 

The date on which the petition under 37 CFR 1.136(a) and 
the appropriate extension fee have been filed is the date for 
purposes of determining the period of extension and the 
corresponding amount of the fee. In no case may an applicant 
reply outside the SIX (6) MONTH statutory period or obtain an 
extension for more than FIVE (5) MONTHS beyond the date for 
reply set forth in an Office action. A fully responsive reply 
must be timely filed to avoid abandonment of this application. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee and, to 
avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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As allowable subject matter has been indicated, Applicant's 
response must either comply with all formal requirements or 
specifically traverse each requirement not complied with. See 
37 CRF 1.111(b) and MPEP section 707.07(a). 

Prior Art Made of Record 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicants disclosure. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Diane D. 
Mizrahi whose telephone number is (703) 305-3806. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday -Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Dov Popovici can be 
reached on (703) 305-3830. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
are (703) 305-9000 for regular communications and (703) 305-9000 
for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-9001. 




Diane D. Mizrahi 
Primary Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 



September 29, 2 004 



